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For they were eager for the fray.
There were so many armed that ye
Could scarcely count their company;
What press of hauberks of fair seeming
Ye had seen! What helmets brightly gleaming,
And steeds of battle all bedight,
And what display of cloth of white                                      4,630
And chosen knights! None could behold
Or had beheld so many bold
And gallant gentlemen, endowed
With courage, mettlesome and proud,
So many streaming flags and banners,
Embroidered in diverse manners!
Then they disposed the forces which
Were to mount guard upon the ditch
Against Saladin's men, for fear
He might attack them from the rear.                                     1,64.0
Then God's men toward the citadel
Moved forward, and assailed it well.
Whenas the Turks in Acre saw
The army of the Christians draw
Nigh to the walls, they rent asunder
The air with din like God's own thunder,
With basins and with bells and tabors;
For some performed no other labors,
Save, from the palacetop on high,
To watch upon the host and spy                                          ^650
And give the alarm, by smoke and din,
To those who followed Saladin
And summon them for needed aid.
HEROISM   OF   GEOFFREY   DE   LUSIGNAN
Then had ye seen them make a raid
Upon the trench! They sought to fill
It, but they could not work their will,
For Geoffrey de Lusignan, who
In bravery was ever new,